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RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  PEWSEY 


East  Wilts  United  Districts  (M.O.H.)  Office, 
1 ,  The  Green, 

Marlborough. 

Telephone  48?/ 1 1 8 


To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1966, 
which  is  compiled  on  similar  lines  to  last  year  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Harding,  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  hi3  report  which  is  included,  and  I  am  also  indebted  to 
Dr.  Lycett,  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  supplying  details  of  immunisation 
procedures  carried  out. 

The  Rural  District  with  the  parish  of  Pewsey  situated  close  to  its 
centre,  at  a  distance  of  seven  miles  south  of  Marlborough,  is  very  largely 
concerned  with  agriculture  and  agricultural  pursuits.  However,  it  also  contains 
large  Ministry  of  Defence  establishments  wherein  a  considerable  number  of  civilian 
residents  find  their  employment.  The  district  is  traversed  for  a  great  deal  of  its 
extent  by  the  river  Avon,  and  its  twin  sources,  together  with  its  tributary  the 
river  Bourne.  The  countryside  is  extremely  attractive,  many  of  its  parishes 
present  a  very  old  world  character,  and  has  a  considerable  attraction  for  visitors. 
At  the  present  time  it  enjoys  good  rail  communication  with  London,  although  the 
station  at  Savernake  was  closed  in  April,  1966. 

During  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  District  has  given  no  cause 
for  anxiety.  This  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  is  borne  out  by  a  scrutiny  of 
the  vital  statistics  based  on  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Numbers  of  deaths  are  again  fractionally  up,  but  the  adjusted  rate  is  marginally 
lower,  and  again  below  the  national  average,  which  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  population  of  the  District  of  1 4 1 0 .  The  number 
of  births  is  reduced  by  39s  but  the  rate  again  is  higher  than  that  for  the  country 
as  a  whole.  The  increase  in  the  population  rate  referred  to  is  largely  a  result 
of  the  continuing  new  development  taking  place  in  North  Tidworth.  Infant  mortality 
based  on  eight  infant  deaths,  has  increased  by  three  on  last  years  low  record,  but 
which  still  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  8.5  per  1000  live  births,  well  below 
that  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  which  it  has  been  now  for  the  past  five  years. 

I  feel  that  these  series  of  results  are  significant  and  are  a  tribute  to  the 
maternity  services  locally  and  to  the  high  degree  of  professional  skill  and  concen¬ 
tration  given  to  their  work  by  ail  those  serving  in  it. 

A  study  of  the  causes  of  death  reveals  that  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  those  from  lung  cancer,  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  on  this  occasion,  for 
the  first  time  in  recent  years  in  this  District,  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  women 
have  exceeded  those  in  men,  reflecting  the  tendency  for  women  to  adopt  the  cigarette 
smoking  habit  in  increasing  numbers.  One  is  at  a  loss  to  know  what  more  can  be 

done  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  cigarette  smoking,  although  some  encouragement  is 
given  to  those  of  us  who  speak  to  school  children  on  this  matter,  to  find  that  there 
has  been  some  reduction  nationally  in  young  people  who  are  starting  the  smoking 
habit  at  this  time,  and  I  have  found  this  to  be  the  case,  particularly  in  those  of 
average  intelligence  and  above.  Cigarette  smoking  is  a  direct  cause  in  at  least 
eight  cases  out  of  ten  of  lung  cancer,  which  now  kills  more  than  four  times  the 
number  of  people  who  die  on  the  roads.  It  is  probably  an  important  cause,  and 
certainly  a  serious  exacerbating  factor  in  chronic  bronchitis,  which  cripples  many 
more  than  the  large  number  it  kills  annually.  In  the  case  of  coronary  thrombosis 
the  death  rate  for  the  cigarette  smoker  of  20  a  day  or  more,  varies  from  one  and  a 
half  to  two  and  a  half  times  that  for  the  non-smoker.  I  feel  that  the  case  for 
prohibition  in  public  places  is  now  very  strong  indeed,  where  this  is  practicable. 


Infectious  disease  notifications  during  the  year,  apart  from  dysentery, 
were  very  low.  Of  the  29  cases  of  dysentery  which  were  notified,  23  occurred  in 
the  Tidworth  area,  between  21st  February  and  7th  April.  This  outbreak  was 
treated,  as  the  policy  is  at  present  with  great  vigour,  and  every  effort  was  made 
to  trace  symptomless  excretors,  particularly  in  the  infant  school,  and  to  exclude 
them  until  two  negative  bacteriological  tests  had  been  obtained.  This  was  rein¬ 
forced  by  the  routine  hand  washing  regime,  laid  down  by  the  School  Health  Servioe 
and  implemented  from  the  beginning,  in  the  schools  concerned.  That  our  concentrated 
efforts  were  successful  seems  to  be  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  outbreak  was 
virtually  over  before  the  end  of  the  term,  and  there  was  no  recurrence  after  the 
Easter  holiday.  The  other  six  notified  oases  oocurred  in  two  instances,  involving 
the  Pewsey  hospital,  and  these  were  dealt  with,  and  I  believe  contained,  by  the  use 
of  prophylactic  neomjcin  in  the  patients  in  the  wards  in  which  the  infeotion  arose. 
This  was  considered  to  be  justifiable  in  view  of  the  difficulties  whioh  arise  in 
applying  the  rules  of  personal  hygiene  in  this  type  of  hospital.  As  far  as  the 
Tidworth  outbreak  is  ooncerned  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  co¬ 
operation  received  from  the  teachers  in  both  of  the  schools,  and  also  for  the  help 
and  co-operation  from  the  Army  Medical  Service  in  the  area}  in  the  Pewsey  outbreak 
my  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Bastarrechea  and  his  staff,  and  also  to  Mr.  Down's  and  his 
staff  at  the  Training  Centre. 

'm  ^ ' 

The  immunization  returns  for  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  in 
infancy, are  excellent,  and  those  for  poliomyelitis  vaccinations  with  the  ourrent 
oral  vaccine  are  if  anything  better.  There  must  however  be  no  slackening  off,  as 
we  have  had  some  sharp  examples  of  what  can  happen  In  other  parts  of  the  oountry  in 
reoent  years,  when  adequate  levels  of  vaccination  in  the  child  population  have  not 
been  maintained. 

This  was  not  a  measles  year,  and  only  21  oases  were  notified. 

Nevertheless,  I  welcome  the  fact  that  there  is  now  a  vaccine  available  whioh  is 
giving  promising  results,  for  although  the  disease  in  this  oountry  is  relatively 
mild,  it  is  always  a  nuisance,  and  kills  more  ohildren  by  its  sheer  prevalence  than 
any  other  current  infectious  disease. 

Housing  conditions  are  good,  and  the  Council  now  own  in  exoess  of  1400 
houses  and  bungalows,  and  consistently  build  up  to  their  permitted  level.  However, 
the  Chief  Publio  Health  Inspector  points  out  in  his  report  that,  although  the  total 
number  of  applicants  remain  about  the  same,  the  number  of  those  on  the  urgent  list 
is  now  tending  to  rise,  and  it  seams  probable  that  at  the  present  level  of  building 
this  rise  will  continue. 

Slum  clearance  apart  from  the  odd  individual  house  whioh  may  arise  from 
time  to  time,  is  virtually  at  an  end.  I  am  glad  that  the  Council,  always  mindful 
of  the  needs  of  the  aged,  have  introduced  their  first  housing  scheme  incorporating 
the  service  of  a  warden  linked  with  a  bell,  and  are  following  this  up  with  two 
purpose  built  grouped  schemes  with  full  community  services,  kitchen,  laundry  and 
common  room,  and  with  a  full  time  warden  linked  with  a  "speech  call  system"  to  the 
tenants.  These  schemes  I  feel  sure  are  a  very  satisfactory  answer  to  the  housing 
needs  of  the  more  elderly  residents,  particularly  those  In  failing  health}  they 
provide  for  conditions  in  which  the  old  person  can  lead  an  independent  life  for  as 
long  as  possible,  where  loneliness  is  largely  dispelled,  and  where  a  reasonably 
amount  of  assistance  is  always  available,  particularly  in  an  emergency.  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  is  much  danger  of  over-building  for  the  elderly,  having  regard 
to  the  number  of  houses  which  are  under  occupied  at  the  present  time,  and  which 
could  be  used  to  better  advantage  for  younger  growing  families. 

I  must  again  express  my  appreciation  for  the  manner  in  which  the  housing 
circumstances  of  applicants,  administrively  in  the  hands  of  the  Publio  Health 
Department,  are  dealt  with,  and  particularly  for  the  consideration  whioh  is  always 
given  to  any  medical  grounds  which  I  feel  may  need  some  special  priority. 

The  number  of  problem  families  are  few,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
present  arrangements  with  a  Standing  Co-ordinating  Committee  provide,  in  the 
circumstances , the  best  chance  of  success  of  rehabilitation  helped  by  the  insight 
always  shown  by  the  Housing  Committee  which  is  also  so  frequently  involved. 


The  reorganisation  of  the  Public  Health  Department  has  made  it  possible  to 
spend  more  time  on  the  Offices  9  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  and  also  I  am 
glad  to  say  on  the  supervision  of  food  hygiene  generally.  The  maintainance  of  a 
good  standard  of  food  hygiene  is  dependent  on  regular  frequent  supervision  by  public 
health  inspectors,  I  would  like  to  stress  again  in  this  connection  the  vital 
necessity  of  a  good  hand  washing  discipline,  including  the  use  of  the  disposable 
paper  towel  for  hand  drying.  The  soiled  hand  is  the  most  frequent  factor  encountered 
when  investigating  any  outbreak  of  food  poisoning.  It  is  for  this  reason,  which  is 
not  perhaps  generally  realised  that  smoking  is  a  hazard,  since  it  leads  to  the  con¬ 
tamination  of  the  fingers  by  saliva,  which  may  well  contain  food  poisoning  bacteria 
on  occasions. 

Main  water  supply  was  extended  to  Oare  parish  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  with  the  exception  of  Alton  Priors  and  Barns,  a  main  supply  is  now  available  in 
virtually  every  hamlet  in  the  Rural  District,  The  Alton  supply  is  a  private  one-, 
and  although  improvements  to  it  have  been  made,  there  is  in  my  view,  a  need  for  a 
public  supply  to  be  provided  in  this  parish,  since  bacteriological  sampling  has  net 
given  the  consistently  good  results  one  would  like  to  have.  The  water  supply  is  now 
due  to  pass  to  the  South  Wilts  Board  in  April,  1967®  At  the  time  of  writing  I  -under¬ 
stand  that  it  has  not  been  decided  to  appoint  a  suitably  qualified  medical  advisor, 
albiet  part  time,  as  a  consultant  on  Public  Health  matters,  but  to  reconsider  this 
question  in  twelve  months,  a  decision  which  I  regret . 

Refuse  collection  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
and  is  carried  out  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner .  The  tip  in  use  is  well  away  from 

a  built  up  area  where  it  can  give  rise  to  little  or  no  nuisance.  The  introduct:'  r 
of  the  disposable  sack  collection  on  a  very  limited  scale,  mainly  in  the  or.se  of  ,  god 
or  infirm  residents,  I  welcome.  Should  it  be  found  necessary  to  alter  the  present 
kerbside  collection  to  collection  from  the  premises,  this  system  I  think  would  become 
a  necessity  on  economic  grounds^  moreover  there  would  be  considerable  advantages  on 
hy genic  grounds  as  well  as  making  the  collection  of  refuse  a  safer,  quieter  and  alto¬ 
gether  a  more  pleasant  task. 

I  am  very  pleased  that  the  Council  decided  to  sponsor  a  pilot  Co-ordinating 
Committee  in  the  Pewsey  and  surrounding  area  to  assist  those  organisations  where  they 
existed  to  deal  with  the  needs  of  the  elderly,  and  to  identify  those  needs  which  still 
require  a  solution.  The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  was  already  in  existence  and  is 
doing  an  excellent  job  in  the  locality,  but  the  existence  of  the  Committee,  together 
with  help  from  the  Council  and  the  W.R.V.S.  themselves  was  instrumental  in  covering  a 
difficult  period  when  the  premises  where  the  meals  were  cooked  ceased  to  be  available. 
With  considerable  foresight  the  Council  have  planned  to  enlarge  the  communal  kitchen 
facilities  in  the  new  grouped  accommodation  to  allow  for  the  meals  to  be  cooked  there 
eventually  for  the  service  locally.  Amongst  other  activities  the  Co-ordinating 
Committee  have  organised  a  visiting  service,  an  emergency  window  card  scheme  to  be 
supplemented  by  a  visual  flashing  light  in  selected  cases,  recreational  facilities 
including  car  outings,  etc.  In  no  way  have  the  Committee  supplanted  any  existing 
voluntary  organisation,  but  have  aimed  to  create  an  atmosphere  in  which  all  those 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  elderly  can  work  together  to  further  these  ends. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  is  operating  only  in  the  Pewsey 
area.  I  should  like  to  see  it  extended  to  cover  as  much  of  the  district  as  possible, 
but  to  do  this  may  take  some  time.  A  major  bottleneck  to  further  extension  is  the 
lack  of  kitchen  facilities.  This  could  be  overcome  by  the  use  of  School  Meal  Service 
canteens,  if  this  were  ever  to  be  permitted. 

I  was  very  sorry  that  I  was  unable  to  persuade  the  Council  to  maintain 
their  policy  in  support  of  fluoridation  of  public  water  supplies  in  the  interest  of 
dental  health.  This  well  proven  public  health  measure  provides  a  cheap  and  safe 
method  of  ensuring  that  our  children  grow  up  in  an  environment  in  which  they  are 
given  the  best  chance  of  acquiring  sound  dental  health.  Children  who  live  in  areas 
where  the  fluoride  content  of  the  water  is  adjusted  to  1  ppm., or  where  this  occurs 
naturally  at  this  level  or  above,  have  about  half  as  much  dental  decay  as  those  who 
do  not,  with  all  the  increased  suffering  due  to  dental  pain  and  heavy  treatment  costs 
entailed.  Moreover,  if  has  now  been  reported  that  osteoporosis  (brittleness  of  the 
bone)  an  almost  invariable  accompaniment  of  the  ageing  process,  is  much  less  marked 
in  high  fluoride  areas,  and  there  is  also  some  evidence  that  some  forms  of  circulatory 
disease  may  also  be  benefited,.  These  discoveries  if  substantiated  may  help  to 
dispose  of  the  shortsighted  argument  that  fluoridation  "only  benefits  children". 


In  the  meantime  local  children  are  losing*  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  dental  benefits 
they  could  and  should  have  for  a  cost  which  is  trivial®  Hence  the  concern  for  the 
continued  delay  in  the  implementation  in  this  important  matter® 

In  concluding  this  report  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  the  very  great  deal  of  support  which 
they  have  given  me  during  the  year®  I  am  also  grateful  to  the  officers  of  the 
Council  for  their  helpfulness  and  consideration,  and  particularly  to  Mr®  Harding 
and  hi3  staff  for  the  very  hard  work  which  they  have  put  in  during  the  busy  year® 

I  should  also  like  to  thank  Dr®  Lishman  who  acts  as  my  Deputy,  for  his  ready  help 
and  advice®  I  am  very  grateful  to  Dr®  Wormald  and  his  staff  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Salisbury  for  their  continued  co-operation,  often  at  very  short  notice® 
Finally  I  should  like  to  thank  my  clerical  assistant  Miss  Boswell,  not  only  for  the 
conscientious  way  she  has  carried  out  her  work  during  the  year,  but  also  for  her 
valued  assistance  with  this  report® 


I  am  Mr®  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
y^ur  obedient  servant, 

F.D.F*  STEEDE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health® 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  Deaths  under  one  week 
combined  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Stillbirths)  . . © , 

Maternal  Mortality  including  abortion 


M© 

Fo 

Total 

209 

207 

416 

8 

12 

20 

217 

219 

436 

I9o0 

4©6 

4 

2 

6 

1 

— 

1 

5 

2 

7 

222 

221 

>?  K  *'*’ 

1  '  0 1 

92 

91 

183 

80O 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

4 

4 

8 

18  o3 

17  LG 

50  oO 

1 

4 

5 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

6 

13  08 

1 

4 

5 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

6 

0  0  9  9  0  0 


i3©8 

*9°3 

nil 


Infant  Deaths 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 


Year 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

9 

9 

7 

5 

8 

21  02 

18  ©2 

13  ©31 

io©5  1 

18.3 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH,  1966 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

_ 

2  Tuberculosis,  other  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

3  Syphilitic  diseases  . . 

— 

- 

- 

4  Diphtheria  . . . 

— 

- 

- 

5  Whooping  cough  . . . . 

- 

- 

- 

6  Meningococcal  infections  . . 

— 

- 

- 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

- 

- 

8  Measles  . . . . . 

— 

- 

- 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

- 

— 

10  Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

11  "  w  lung,  bronchus  ..... 

6 

7 

13 

12  "  "  breast  . . 

- 

1 

1 

13  w  ”  uterus  . 

- 

4 

4 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . 

7 

8 

15 

1 5  Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia  i... . . 

— ■ 

1 

1 

i  6  Di  cl^D  6"t6S  OO®®#o®®®O#®#®O®#®®®O®©#O®#®®0®0 

— 

3 

3 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...... 

15 

19 

34 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  . . 

20 

9 

29 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ......... 

- 

2 

2 

20  Other  heart  disease  . . . 

12 

13 

25 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  ............... 

1 

1 

2 

22  Influenza  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

23  IPn  0U.IHOn  i  cl  ®e®®eo<»oo®®®09®09e®Q®oooo>®®®®a® 

9 

7 

16 

24  Bronchitis  . . . 

5 

1 

6 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

— 

- 

- 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ........... 

1 

— 

1 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  ana  diarrhoea  ...... 

— 

- 

— 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . 

— 

- 

- 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . . 

— 

- 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  malformations  . . 

1 

— 

1 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .. 

6 

11 

17 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

5 

1 

6 

34  All  other  accidents  . . 

2 

1 

3 

35  Suicide  . . . . . . . 

— 

— 

— 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

— 

— 

Total  of  all  causes  . . 

92 

9i 

m 

CO 

Comparison  with  England  and  Wales 


Pewsey  R.D. 

England  and 
Wales 


per  1 ,000  population 

per  1 ,000 
Live  Births 

per  1 ,000 
Total  Births 

Live  Births 
(Adjusted) 

Death  Rate 
(Aa  justed ) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Stillbirths 

19.2 

n  .4 

18.3 

15.8 

17.7 

11.7 

19.0 

15.4 

GENERAL  PROVISION'S  OP 

(as  at 


General  Practitioners: 

Dr.  J.C.  Byrne*  M.B.*  B.Ch.* 


Dr.  T.G.  Hynes.  M.B.*  B.Ch®*  ) 

Dr.  M.M.P.  Hynes*  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  ) 

Dr.  M.J.L.  Hassall,  M.R.C.S.*  ) 

Dr.  W.  May*  M.B.,  ) 

Dr.  G.E.  Hyson*  M.R.C.3.,  ) 

Dr.  G.Ho  Drake*  M.RoC.S.*  ) 

Dr.  T.C,  Merrington*  M.B.,  ) 

Dr.  J.P.B.  Arthur*  M.R.C.3.,  ) 


Dr.  D.  Leaney*  M.B.* 

Dr.  R  Jones . 

Dr.  T.  Davies*  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.* 


HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
December,  1966) 


High  Street,  Pewsey.  Tel*:  Pewsey  3117 
Hallgates, 

North  Street,  Pewsey.  Tel.:  Pewsey  ^106 

The  Surgery,  The  Old  Bakery, 

Burbage.  Tel.:  Burbage  k95 

The  Surgery, 

St.  James  Street, 

Ludgershall . 

Tel.:  Ludgershall  kkO 

Old  Brewery  Cottage,  Netheravon 
Tel.:  Netheravon  33k 
Jarvis  Street,  Upavon. 

Tel.:  Upavon  k05 


Hospitals : 

Savernake  Hospital*  Marlborough. 


Tel . :  Marlborough  8^0 


Public  Health  Laboratory: 

Odstoek  Hospital*  Salisbury  (Dr.  P.  Wormald*  M.A.,  M.D.)  Tel.:  Salisbury  60^0 


County  Council  Health  Department  Services: 

(a)  Ambulance  Facilities: 

This  service  is  based  in  Swindon.  Dial  999 


(b)  District  Nurse/Midwives: 

Mrs.  W.E.  Phillips*  Milton  Lilbourne,  Pewsey,  Wootton  Rivers. 

"Rooftops* , 

Buckleaze  Lane*  Pewsey. 

Tel.:  Pewsey  3145 

Mrs.  S.  Strickland*  Alton,  Huish,  Manningford,  Woodborough, 

The  Nurse  1Js  Home*  Charlton. 

Milton  Lilbourne. 

Tel.:  Pewsey  3k64 


Miss  M.C.  Gurr*  North  Newton,  Rushall,  Upavon,  wilcot, 

6z9  Watson  Close*  Upavon.  wilsford,  Hilcot. 

Tel.:  Upavon  281 

Mrs.  R.E.  Isaac*  North  Tidworth,  Collingbournes,  Brunton. 

4  Sid bury  Hill  Avenue, 

North  Tidworth o 
Tel.:  Tidworth  3k87 

(c)  Clinics: 


Cervical  Cytology  Clinic.  First  and  third  Tuesday  of  each  month, 
The  Health  Clinic*  k»30  -  4  p.m. 

8*  Kingsbury  Street, 

Marlborough.  Tel.:  Marlborough  8^1 


Infant  Welfare  Centres: 


Luagershail * 
Memorial  Hall. 


Second  and  last  Wednesday  of  each  month, 
k  -  4p.m. 


Netheravon,  Fittleton, 
Parish  Hall. 


First  and  third  Wednesday  of  each  month, 
k.30  -  4  p.m. 


Pewsey, 

First 

Bouverie  Hall. 

Third 

Tidworth, 

Every 

Families  M.I.  Room 

2-4 

Old  Isolation  Hospital. 

Thursday  of  each  month  2  »  4  p.m. 
Thursday  of  each  month  2. 30  -  4  p. 

Monday, 

p  o 


Upavon  R.A.F.  Staion,  Second  Thursday  of  each  month, 

Wives  Club.  2.30  -  4  p.m. 


Health  Visitors’  Centres: 

Burbage,  Third  Monday  of  each  month, 

Dr.  Hassell's  Surgery.  2-4  p.m. 


Collingbourne  Ducis,  First  Thursday  of  each  month, 

Comrades  Club.  2-4  p.m. 


Perham  Down,  Second  and  Fourth  Tuesday, 

wives'  Club  Medical  Centre.  2-4  p.m. 


Upavon  Village,  Third  Tuesday  of  each  month, 

The  Reading  Room.  2.30  -  4  p.m. 


Woodborough,  Fourth  Thursday  of  each  month, 

Woodborough  &  District  2  -  3.30  p.m. 

Country  Club  Hall. 

(d)  Health  Visitors: 

Miss  M.F.  Cummings, 

36,  Old  winton  Road, 

Andover. 

Miss  DoM.  Cripps, 

Corner  Cottage,  Dragon  Lane, 

Manningford  Bruce. 

Tel . :  Pewsey  2221 . 

Mrs.  A.H.  Soilleux, 

376,  The  Pennings, 

North  Tidworth. 

Tel.:  Tidworth  2214. 

Mrs.  P.M.  Thomas, 

23 Fairfield, 

Upavon,-  Pews-ey,  Wilts. 


(e)  Mental  Welfare  Centre: 

The  Seymour  Clinic,  Cricklade  Road,  Swindon.  Tel.:  Swindon  5193. 

(f)  Chiropody  Service: 

This  is  mainly  a  domiciliary  service. 

County  Welfare  Department:-  Area  Welfare  Officer: 

Mr.  A.P.A.  Tucker,  A.I.S.W.,  66  New  Street,  Devizes.  Tel.:  Devizes  3628 
County  Council  Children's  Department: 

Health  Centre,  Salt  Lane,  Salisbury.  Tel.:  Salisbury  27551 


CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  19^6 
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DMUNlSATIOff  STATISTICS ,  1966 


Diphtheria >  Whooping  cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

196^ 

1957-61 

1951-56 

others 
under  16 

Primary 
immunisations 
completed 
during  1966 

Diph. 

131 

231 

15 

7 

4 

15 

1 

- 

Wh/  c . 

131 

23 1 

15 

5 

4 

2 

1 

- 

Tet. 

1 31 

23i 

15 

7 

4 

25 

34 

6 

Reinforcing 
injections 
administered 
during  1966 

Diph. 

— 

40 

143 

27 

20 

265 

9 

- 

Wh/c. 

— 

36 

109 

10 

7 

64 

7 

— 

Tet. 

_ 

40 

144 

27 

20 

268 

18 

Smallpdx  Vaccinations 
Months  Years 


Age  Group 

1  "  ' 
0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

<r 

7 

14 

21 

zAO 

86 

28 

Re-vaccinations 

— 

— 

- 

— 

2 

51 

175 

Polionjyelitis  Immunisation 


Age  Group 

3rd. 

quad. 

2nd . 
inj. 

3rd .  inj . 
or  4th  quad. 

4th 

inj. 

3  oral 
doses 

2  orals 
after  2  inj. 

4th  oral 
after  3  injs. 
or  3  oral 

1966 

— 

— 

— 

— 

131 

- 

- 

1965 

— 

— 

- 

- 

295 

16 

2 

1964 

— 

— 

— 

- 

73 

5 

16 

1963 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

6 

9 

1962 

- 

— 

- 

— 

23 

5 

13 

1957  -  1961 

— 

— 

— 

- 

82 

25 

268 

1951  -  1956 

_ 

- 

- 

6 

- 

5 

Others  under  16 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Others  over  16 

- 

— 

- 

— 

9 

- 

5 

Totals 

— 

— 

— 

- 

653 

57 

318 

I 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEWSEY 


Council  Offices, 
The  Old  Rectory, 
Pewsey, 
Wilts. 

Telephone  -  2261 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Osborne  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Deportment  during  the  year  ended  31st  December.  1966. 

Members  will  find  that  the  report  is  set  out  in  roughly  the  same 
format  as  in  previous  years,  except  that  certain  additional  information 
with  regard  to  water  supplies  and  poultry  inspection  has  been  given  in 
the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Several  staff  changes  took  place  during  the  year.  Mr.  P.  Gladwin. 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  left  to  take  up  an  appointment  with 
the  Uphoiland  Rural  District  Council  in  Lancashire  and  his  place  was  taken 
by  Mr.  H.W.  Gillian.  A  vacancy  for  a  full  time  Clerk/Typist  had  been 
created  in  the  Department  by  the  Council  and  this  was  duly  filled  by 
Miss  S.  Baker.  This  appointment  has  freed  your  Officers  from  the  burden 
of  a  good  deal  of  clerical  work  and  has  enabled  them  to  spend  more  time  on 
t.he  outside  work  of  the  Department.  For  this  reason  I  am  very  glad  to 
point  out  that  it  has  been  possible  to  get  to  grips,  at  last,  with  the 
duties  laid  upon  the  Council  by  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  and  also  that  more  time  has  been  spent  on  dealing  with  routine  food 
hygiene  matters. 

With  the  Coilingbourne  Water  Scheme  now  restricted  to  emergency  use, 
there  have  been  no  serious  problems  with  regard  to  water  supply  and  the 
water  supply  part  of  the  report  is  largely  an  account  of  the  routine  sampling 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

I  would  like  to  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  spite 
of  their  very  good  house  building  record,  the  numbers  of  housing  applications 
show  no  real  signs  of  a  reduction;  in  other  words,  we  are  keeping  abreast  of 
the  demand  for  new  houses,  but  are  not  effectively  reducing  it.  The 
explosive  growth  of  North  Tidworth  due  to  the  erection  of  Army  Married 
Quarters,  leads  me  to  the  belief  that  unless  many  more  houses  are  built  in 
this  area  during  coming  years  it  will  be  impossible  to  keep  up  with  the 
rate  of  eviction  from  these  Married  Quarters  and  the  housing  waiting  list 
will  get  worse  *  I  hope  that  it  will  be  possible  for  the  Council  to  build 
a  consistently  higher  programme  of  houses  in  this  particular  Parish  in  the 
future . 


In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
support  during  the  year  under  review,  and  for  the  unfailing  interest  which 
they  have  taken  in  our  work. 

I  am,  Mr. Chairman,  Mrs.  Osborne  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.F.  Harding 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


HOUSING-  STATISTICS  FOR  1966 


1.  Number  of  New  Houses  and  flats  erected  during  the  year 


(a)  by  local  authority  . ..  o..  ...  ...  43 

(b)  Private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  $4 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.Aets  23 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  23 

Acts 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  4 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  uni' it  for 
habitation 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  7 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation 

3.  Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informal  Action 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  7 

of  informal  action. 


4*  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

(A)  Proceedings  under  sections  9?  10  and  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957* 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices. 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal  4 
notices  were  served. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices. 

(a)  by  owners  4 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  16,  17  and  27  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957* 


(i)  Number  of  demolition  orders  made  1 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  22 

formal  action 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  2 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed  3 

(v)  Number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were  made  1 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were  6 

cancelled 

(vii)  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a  result  of  Closing 
Orders  or  undertakings. 


3 


Housing  Statistics  for  i960  (Ccntd.) 

(d)  Proceedings  under  sections  42  and  43  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957* 

(i)  Number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made. 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  due  to  Public 
Health  Acts. 

(iv)  Number  of  unfit  houses  purchased  by  Council  and 
demolished  as  part  of  reconstruction  schemes. 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1937 • 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in.  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled, 
as  a  result  of  premises  having  been  made  fit. 

3*  Housing  Act  1937?  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at 
end  of  year' 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  abated  during  year 


TABLE  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Wat  01**  SUJpjpljy  9  0  0  0  0  9  9  9  0  0  9  0  O  O  O 

Dl^cl  9  0  0  9  9  0  O  O  O  O  O  O  O  V  O 

LiOVUblO  dWelllTgS  0  9  9  9  0  0  0  9  0  O  O  a  O  O  O 

Refuse  disposal  and  collection  . ..  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  and  Factories  and  Outworkers  . ..  ® . 

Visits  made  by  Inspectors  re  Pest  Control  ...  . .. 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Treatment  . ..  ... 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Survey  . .  .  . . »  . « • 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  visits  (Schools,  Agriculture,  etc.) 
Housing  visits  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ... 

Visits  under  Housing  Act,  1957  . . .  ...  . . . 

Overcrowding  and  allocation  of  houses. .  ...  ... 

Verminous  premises  . »  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits..  ...  ...  ... 

Improvement  grants  „ .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Inf  ec  '.ro  us  dnse  as  e  s  o  o  ...  ..o  ...  ... 

Slaughterhouse  visits  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  Butchers,  Fishmongers,  etc...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  Food  preparing  premises  generally  ...  ... 

Visits  to  licensed  houses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ... 

Milk  Sampling  visits  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  premises  ...  ...  ... 


304 

112 

119 

541 

31 

23 

1273 

491 

31 

100 

61 

856 


4 


181 

258 

361 

Nil 

19 

48 

33 

10 

60 

209 

22 

108 


TOTAL 


5255 


HOUSING 


During  19 66  the  Council  erected  43  new  houses  and  bungalows  compared  with 
45  in  19b5»  At  the  end  of  this  section  members  will  find  the  usual  list- 
showing  the  waiting  list  for  Council  housess  and  for  purposes  of  comparison 
the  equivalent  figures  are  shown  for  the  three  preceding  years o 

From  this  list  it  will  be  seen  that, in  spite  of  all  the  Council “s  efforts* 
the  number  of  applications  for  Council,  houses  over  the  last  four  years  has 
remained  approximately  static  with,  if  anything,  the  numbers  of  non-urgent 
cases  showing  a  tendency  to  rise.  This  does  not*  of  course,  mean  that  the 
cases  on  the  list  each  year  remain  the  same*  but  it  does  indicate  that  a 
yearly  total  of  45  to  50  houses  built  is  not  really  adequate  to  make  serious 
in-roads  into  the  problem.  This  is  especially  true  of  parishes  such  as 
Ludgershall  and  Tidworth  where  there  is  a  young  population  of  high  marriage 
and  birth  rate  and  not  inconsiderable  numbers  of  evictions  from  Army  married 
quarters . 

There  are  now  very  few  slum  clearance  category  houses  left  in  the  district, 
thanks  to  the  resolute  action  taken  by  the  Council  in  the  past*  and  whilst 
it  will  continue  to  be  necessary  to  deal  with  a  small  number  of  such  houses 
each  year,  these  have  declined  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  practically 
insignificant . 

A  good  deal  of  attention  was  given  to  housing  of  special  cases  during  the 
year,  especially  in  regard  to  two  schemes  for  the  provision  of  grouped 
accommodation  for  the  elderly  at  Pewsey  and  Ludgershall.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  difficulties  over  land  acquisition  at  Pewsey  had  been  virtually 
resolved  and  the  scheme  was  in  the  hands  of  the  architects.  At  Ludgershall 
the  Council  have  purchased  the  Old  Rectory,  a  beautiful  but  rather  dilapidated 
18th  Century  building,  sited  most  conveniently  in  the  centre  of  the  village 
and  with  a  large  area  of  land  attached.  By  the  end  of  the  year  preparation 
of  this  scheme,  which  includes  the  building  on  of  21  flatlets,  was  virtually 
complete  and  work  on  it  should  begin  during  the  early  part  of  196? « 

During  1966  the  Council  also  completed  a  group  of  16  bungalows  at  Ludgershall 
which,  although  entirely  separate  and  self-contained,  were  connected  by  a 
warning  bell  system  to  an  adjoining  Council  House  where  the  tenant  was 
appointed  as  Warden.  As  an  extension  of  the  grouped  accommodation  scheme,  I 
consider  this  to  have  been  a  very  worthwhile  experiment,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  elderly  and  infirm  tenants  in  the  bungalows  have  much  appreciated  the 
fact  that  the  Warden  has  been  available  in  a  case  of  emergency. 


It  was  at  this  group  of  old  people's  dwellings  that  the  Council  introduced  the 
experimental  paper  refuse  sack  s3'‘stem  that  is  referred  to  in  the  section  of 
this  report  devoted  to  refuse  collection  and  disposal. 


At  the  end  of  this  section  members  will  find  a  further  table  shewing  the  number 
of  Improvement  Grants  made  by  the  Council  during  the  year  compared  with  the 
figures  for  the  three  preceding  years.  Members  will  note  that  the  downward 
trend  of  applications  has  continued,  but  there  has  been  a  marked  rise  in  the 
average  cost  of  discretionary  schemes.  The  downward  trend  is  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  fact  that  with  over  750  houses  improved,  only  the  most  difficult  new 
remain  and  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  rise  in  costs.  L11  addition, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  credit  squeeze  of  1966 
presumably  continue  to  do  so  for  some  little  time 

WAITING  LIST  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Urgent  cases  residing  in  district 
Non-urgent  cases  residing  in  district 

Total 

Urgent  cases  residing  outside  district 
Non-urgent  cases  residing  outside  district 

Total 


has  had  its 
to  come. 

effect 

and 

1964 

mz 

1966 

105 

102 

83 

101 

192 

198 

223 

225 

297 

300 

306 

326 

25 

10 

14 

14 

78 

60 

62 

69 

103 

70 

76 

83 

100 

370 

382 

409 

Grand  Total 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


i2 & 

mt 

!2<£ 

19  66 

Discretionary  grant  approved 

50 

56 

39 

26 

Standard  grants  approved 

14 

12 

11 

9 

Average  total  cost  of  discretionary 

Improvement  schemes. 

£851 

£897 

£867 

£1,165 

Average  percentage  grant 

38.2$ 

36.9 $ 

36.1$ 

28.3$ 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Given  below  is  the  usual  table  showing  the  number  of  water  samples  taken 
by  the  Department  and  the  results  obtained  during  the  year  under  review.  This 
is  followed  by  a  table  showing  the  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  served 
from  public  water  mains  and  the  numbers  of  dwellings  and  the  population  served 
from  taps  inside  the  house  and  from  stand  pipes .  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  population  are  supplied  from  taps  inside  the  house, 
and  the  number  of  houses  with  stand  pipes  only  is  being  rapidly  reduced  all  the 
time  as  they  are  improved  under  the  Improvement  Grant  procedure  or  modernised  by 
the  War  Department. 

It  will  be  noted  that  262  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
analysis  dxiring  the  year  compared  with  4-08  in  the  previous  year.  This 
reduction  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Collingbourne  water  scheme  was  out  of 
service  during  the  whole  of  the  year  due  to  the  pollution  mentioned  in  my 
report  for  1965,  the  Council  having  decided  that  this  supply  was  only  to  be 
used  in  an  emergency,  it  being  possible  to  supply  the  population  concerned 
from  the  Council's  bore  holes  at  Compton  in  the  normal  course  of  events. 

During  the  year  negotiations  continued  towards  the  formation  of  a  Water  Board 
in  which  the  Authority  will  be  joined  with  Amesbury  R.D.C.,  Salisbury  &  Wilton 
R.D.C.,  Wilton  Borough  and  Salisbury  Corporation  as  the  South  Wilts  Water  Board. 
The  Board  is  expected  tc  come  into  operation  in  April,  1967*  I  do  not  expect 
that  the  formation  of  this  Board  will  in  any  way  lessen  the  responsibility  of 
the  Department  for  seeing  that  the  water  supply  is  adequate  as  to  purity,  and 
the  regular  sampling  routines  that  we  have  operated  with  success  for  so  many 
years,  will  be  continued. 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Netheravon,  Enford,  Upavon, 

Charlton,  Rushall,  Manningf ords. 

North  Newnton,  Pewsey,  Woodborough, 

Wilcoto 


Burbage,  Milton  Li'lbourne,  Easton 
Royal,  Collingbourne  Kingston  and 
Ducis. 


Ludger shall.  Chutes 


Wootton  Rivers 


Chlorinated  supply  from  boreholes 
owned  by  Council. 

pH  value  7*4*  Total  hardness  190  p.p.m. 
43  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  supply  from  borehole  owned 
by  Council. 

pH  value  7*5*  Total  hardness  260  p.p.m. 

21  bacteriological  samples  taken 
All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  water  purchased  in  bulk 
from  Andover  R„D*C. 

pH  value  7.5*  Total,  hardness  235  p.p.m. 

40  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  supply  from  deep  well. 
pH  7*1*  Total  hardness  285  p.p.m. 

41  Bacteriological  samples  taken. 

4  non-faecal. 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIE 

North  Tidworth 

Everleigh 

Alton 

S  (Contd.) 

Chlorinated  water  from  War 

source. 

pH.  7° 5°  Total,  hardness  21 
40  bacteriological  samples 
All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  water  from  War 

source. 

37  bacteriological  samples 

3  non-faecalo 

40  samples  taken,,  33  satisf 
1  faecal.  6  non  faecal 
Private  supply. 

! ; 

Department 

0  p.p.m. 

taken. 

Department 

taken 

actcry. 

. . .  . 

Number  of  dwellings 
supplied  from 
public  mains 

Population  supplied 
from  public  mains. 

PARISH 

Inside 

the 

dwelling 

By 

standpipe 

Inside 

the 

dwelling 

By 

standpipe 

Alton 

- 

— 

•= 

Private  piped 
supply 

Burbage 

322 

- 

708 

- 

Charlton 

8 

- 

30 

- 

Chute 

67 

— 

201 

- 

Chute  Forest 

23 

— 

62 

- 

Colllngb ourne  Duels 

C o llingb ourne 

186 

1 

484 

3 

Kingston 

96 

1 

336 

3 

Easton  Royal 

84 

- 

193 

- 

Enford 

19.5 

7 

604 

22 

Everleigh 

35 

— 

112 

- 

Fittleton 

68 

10 

224 

33 

Huish 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prd  vat e  piped 
supply 

Ludger shall 

636 

- 

1988 

— 

Manningford 

122 

1 

317 

3 

Mil  t  o  n  Lilb  o  ur ne 

118 

— 

330 

- 

Nether avon 

279 

11 

1004 

40 

North  Newnton 

116 

3 

267 

7 

North  Tidworth 

( 238 

— 

1061 

«= 

Council  Estate 

(1525 

- 

6862 

- 

W.D.  Supply 

Pewsey 

.545 

- 

1799 

— 

Rushall 

11 

- 

33 

- 

Upavon 

232 

789 

- 

Wileot 

158 

427 

Wilsford 

4 

- 

12 

- 

Woodborcugh 

101 

- 

242 

- 

Wootton  Rivers 

74 

185 

“ 

REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION 


There  were  no  considerable  developments  itu  ing  the  year,  a  period  of 
stabilisation  being  necessary  after  an  overhaul  given  to  the  service  during  1965* 

The  Married  quarters  ’under  construction  by  the  War  Department  at  North  Tidwortb 
were  being  let  in  increasing  numbers  at  i  .s  ear9  but  provision  for 

this  has  been  made  in  the  schedules  of  fci.  .  •.  .*•)  erned  and  no  serious 

difficulties  are  anticipated  in  this  dire-  ' 

Two  problems  that  did  arise  were  that  th<  .  se  now  being  collected 

is  proving  to  be  beyond  the  capacity  of  i  :e  C  ’v3  .listing  tractor  at  the 

tip,  and  during  the  year  trials  were  held  of  ,[  ..-  .ive  tractor  shovels  in 

an  effort  to  find  a  more  suitable  machine  f  p  .?  during  1967®  In 

conjunction  with  this,  experiments  were  u  1  .  ..t  abandoned  cars,  and  it 

was  found  that  it  is  possible  to  crush  ac'.  aovy  'i  ..  a  no  less  than  half  their 
volume  with  a  tractor  shovel  of  the  kind  tr  t  t  pur ;  based®  This  will 
give  a  considerable  saving  in  lorry  space  V/  v  i.hese  r  ,rs  are  taken  to  breakers9 
yards,  and  if  they  have  tc  be  buried  in  the  tip,  tl  risk  of  si  e  will  be  less. 

In  common  with  all  local  authorities,  the  C/- :  -  .  I  experienced  .increasing  difficulty 
with  abandoned  cars,  and  at  the  end  of  the  vi  was  known  that  at  least  27 

were  scattered  about  the  district  awaiting  re  r*< „  In  the  latter  half  of  the 
year  the  Council  authorised  the  conversion  of  a  trailer  caravan  chassis  into  a 
flat  trailer  to  make  it  suitable  for  the  removal  of  abandoned  cars® 

During  the  year  a  pilot  paper  sack  scheme  was  introduced  at  a  group  of  16  old 

people's  dwellings  at  Ludger shall.  The  experiment  had  almost  run  its  six  month 
course  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  shows  every  sign  of  being  a  great,  success® 

I  am  hopeful  that  the  Council  will  find  it  possible  to  extend  this  scheme  in 

1967  as  I  am  convinced  that  it  has  a  number  of  subst  aitia.1  benefits  to  offer 
that  offset  its  greater  cost® 

The  credit  squeeze  of  1966  had  a  serious  effect  on  our1  salvage  scheme,  and.  for 
the  whole  of  the  second  half  of  the  year  it  was  very  difficult  to  dispose  of 
baled  waste  paper.  This  was  a  great  disappointment  to  us  in  view  of.  the  time 
and  money  spent  on  re-e quipping  the  salvage  depot,  particularly  after  the  earlier 
opcamrstic  official  forecasts  as  to  a  bright  future  for  the  waste  paper  industry. 

Sales  of  salvage  during  the  year  were  as  follows s- 

Weight  of  baled  waste  paper  sold  -  93  tons  19  ewis.  3qtrs. 

Value  of  salvage  sold  :~ 


Waste  paper 

0  e  0 

O  c  0 

0  0  0 

£715* 

1. 

9d. 

Rags 

0  •  © 

0  «  0 

0  e  0 

114. 

7® 

6d. 

Metals 

«  u  0 

9  0  0 

0  w  0 

73  0 

8. 

6d. 

Total 

£902. 

17® 

9d. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  position  will,  improve,  but  it  is  quite  time  that 
the  waste  paper  industry  put  its  house  in  order  and  spared  local  authorities 
the  continuous  cycle  of  boom  and  depression  that  has  infuriated  those  of  us 
who  have  been  engaged  on  this  work. 

Many  local  authorities,  of  which  this  is  one,  have  taken  the  waste  paper 
business  seriously  in  the  past  in  the  interests  of  helping  their  rate  payers 
and  the  National  economy,  and  if  the  present  squeeze  were  the  only  one  that 
we  had  experienced,  then  there  would  he  very  little  cause  for  complaint,  but 
this  is  the  third  time  that  we  have  seen  sales  dry  up  in  the  last  ten  years 
and  conditions  of  this  sort  are  certainly  not  conducive  to  long  term  confidence. 

All  in  all,  1966  was  a  difficult  year  for  the  refuse  collection  service 
financially  and  during  the  coming  year  further  expenditure  will,  be  necessary 
on  the  new  tractor  referred  to  above,  if  the  service  is  to  be  maintained. 


Nevertheless*  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  on  the  figures  currently  available* 
it  would  appear  that  the  average  householder  in  a  house  of  £70  R„V®  will  be 
paying  in  the  region  of  6d  per  week  in  196?  to  have  his  refuse  collected  and 
disposed  of*  and  at  a  time  of  generally  rising  costs,  I  do  not  think  that  this 
amount  can  give  anyone  cause  for  complaint .  The  good  results  that  we  have 

achieved*  and  the  almost  total  absence  of  complaints  from  the  public  are 
largely  due  to  the  willing  work  of  the  men  employed,  and  I  would  like  to  place 
on  record  my  thanks  to  them® 


MILK  SAMPLING 

As  the  following  table  shews,  260  milk  samples  of  all  types  were  taken  during 
the  yeai',  compared  with  179  during  1965«  This  figure  more  closely  approximates 
to  the  desirable  level  of  sampling:  the  low  rate  of  sampling  in  1965  being 
basically  due  to  our  preoccupation  with  other  important  matters®  In  spite  of 
the  greater  number  of  samples  taken,  there  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  failing 
the  tests,  and  this  improvement  is  greatly  to  be  welcomed®  On  the  other  hand, 
trouble  was  experienced  with  dirty  milk  bottles  and  on  one  occasion,  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  formally  warn  the  Dairy  concerned  that  a  further 
instance  of  this  kind  would  result  in  prosecution® 


Sample  Tests  1966 

Samples  subjected  to  Methylene  Blue  Test  ®.®  ®®®  222 

Samples  subjected  to  Ascheffenburg  test  ®.®  ®.®  157 

Samples  of  untreated  milk  failing  Methylene  blue  test  ®®®  1 

Samples  of  heat  treated  milk  failing  Methylene  blue  test®®®  1 

Samples  of  heat  treated  milk  failing  Ascheffenburg  test  »®«  2 

Samples  subjected  to  biological  examination  for  presence  of 

Tubercle  Bacilli  ® - ®  38 

Samples  showing  positive  tuberculosis  reaction  .®®  ®®o  Nil 

Samples  subjected  to  Ring  Test  for  presence  of  Brucella  abortus  38 

Samples  showing  positive  reaction  to  Ring  Test  «®®  ®®®  Nil 

Samples  of  milk  showing  positive  Brucella  abortus  reaction  on 

biological  exmination  »  Nil 

Samples  of  Sterilised  milk  subjected  to  Turbidity  test  ®®.  29 

Samples  of  milk  failing  Turbidity  Test  ®®»  «.®  Nil 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


A  certain  amount  of  time  and  effort  was  expended  during  the  year  in  persuading 
owners  of  properties  in  the  Netheravon  area  to  connect  to  the  Council’s  newly 
laid  sewer®  It  is  important  that  this  should  be  done,  not  only  because  the 
sewer  is  there  to  be  used,  but  also  because  nuisance  arises  from  the  connection 
of  some  of  these  house  drains  to  a  road  side  ditch®  A  number  of  Army 
Department  owned  houses  are  Implicated  here  and  pressure  was  brought  on  the 
Department  to  proceed  as  urgently  as  possible  with  the  task  of  modernising  these 
houses.  It  is  fair  to  say  however,  that  the  Army  Department’s  direct  labour 
teams  are  faced  with  a  considerable  programme  of  house  modernisation  in  the 
area  generally,  and  this  is,  no  doubt,  the  reason  why  progress  is  slower  than 
one  would  hope® 

Work  proceeded  during  the  year,  in  the  face  of  considerable  difficulties  from 
ground  water,  on  the  Enford  Sewerage  Scheme,  and  work  was  also  started  on  the 
scheme  for  the  small  village  of  Wootton  Rivers.  Neither  of  these  schemes  was 
complete  and  available  for  house  connection  by  the  end  of  the  year®  The 
preparatory  work  for  the  Council’s  next  major  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parishes 
of  Coliingbourne  Ducis  and  Kingston  was  complete  by  the  end  of  the  year  and 
awaiting  the  holding  of  the  Ministry's  inquiry. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


During  19 66  192  visits  of  all  kinds  were  made  to  food  premises  in  the  district. 
This  is  a  slight  improvement  over  the  figure  for  1963  and  I  intend  to  see  that 
a  substantial  amount  of  time  is  devoted  to  this  important  work  during  19 6?. 

The  following  food  was  condemned  as  unsound  during 

Meat  at  Butchers'  shops  ...  ...  17-lbs. 

The  list  that  follows  shows  the  numbers  and  types  of  rcou  ,  remises  in  the 
district.  It  is  arranged  to  show  the  numbers  ol‘  premises  to  which  Regulations 
1 6  and  19  of  the  Food  hygiene  (Genex-al)  Regulations  15  0  ^  ly  and  the  number  of 

premises  fitted  with  wash  basins  and  sinks  to  comply  with  these  Regulations. 


Type  and  No. 

No.  Complying 

No.  to  which. 

No.  Complying 

of  Premises 

with  Reg.  16 

Reg. 19  applies 

with  Reg.  19 

Butchers 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Bakers 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Fishmongers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Greengrocers 

5 

5 

- 

- 

Cafes 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Fishfryers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Food  Factories 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Grocers  and 
General  Stores 

56 

56 

38 

58 

Licensed  Houses 
and  Clubs 

54 

54 

54 

54 

The  following  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 

Act  1955  • - 

(l)  For  the  storage  and  sale  of  prepacked  ice  cream  -  63 


(2)  For  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  -  1 

(3)  For  fish  frying  -  2 

(4)  For  sausage  manufacture  and  preparation  of  meats  -  9 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

(i.)  Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district.  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the 

Alpha-Amylase  test  and  their  results.  Nil 

(iii)  Comments  on  the  year’s  administration  of  these 

Regulations  Nil 

Poultry  Inspection 


(i)  Number  of  poultry  processing  promises  within  the  district  -  1 


(ii)  Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  -  12 

(iii)  Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  10,000 

(iv)  Types  of  birds  processed  -  e.g.  turkeys,  broilers  Broilers 

(v)  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  2% 

consumption. 

(vi)  Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  840-lbs. 

consumption 


PEST  CONTROL 


Dxiring  the  year  2 45  properties  were  successfully  treated  by  the  Rodent 
Operator  for  infestations  by  rats  and  mice.  Warfarin  is  the  poison  in 
principal  use,  and  no  evidence  of  resistance  to  it  has  so  far  been  found. 
In  addition  the  following  infestations  by  insect  pests  were  dealt  with. 

Cockroaches  -  6 

Ants  -  3 

Wasps  -  1 

Silverfish  -  1 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 


During  1966  there  were  102  licensed  caravans  in  the  district,  an  increase  of 
one  over  1963*  91  of  these  caravans  were  on  sites  of  two  or  more  caravans  and 

the  remainder  on  individual  sites.  Of  the  91  referred  to  above  no  less  than 
73  are  distributed  amongst  three  large  sites. 

Touring  pitches  for  five  caravans  have  been  permitted  on  a  residential  site  on 
the  main  A.345  road  through  the  district. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1937 

The  Councils  control  of  these  premises  is  derived  from  the  Wiltshire  County 
Council  by  delegation.  Five  premises  remainded  under  Licence  during  the 
year;  all  were  inspected  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

361  visits  were  made  by  your  Officers  during  the  year  whilst  engaged  on  the 
control  of  infectious  diseases.  This  is  a  substantial  increase  on  the  number 
for  1963  and  reflects  the  usual  annual  outbreaks  for  Sonne  Dysentery,  suspected 
or  confirmed,  which,  during  the  year  under  review,  involved  rather  more  people 
than  in  1964® 

OFFICES ,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

The  .improved  standard  of  clerical,  assistance  given  to  the  Department  during  the 
year  freed  the  Inspectors  for  more  work  outside  and  as  a  result  it  was  at  last 
possible  to  do  something  about  the  long  overdue  enforcement  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Act. 

During  the  year  under  review  66  registered  premises  were  inspected  and  the 
total  number  of  visits  involved  in  the  administration  of  this  Act,  was  108. 

In  the  main  the  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  of  a  minor  character,  as  is  shown 
by  the  table  given  below,  and  owners  and  occupiers  of  premises  were  very 
co-operative  in  complying  with  the  Department’s  requests  to  remedy  defects. 

Defects  found  were  as  follows 


Inadequate  cleanliness 

16 

Absence  of  thermometer 

23 

Inadequate  heating 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 

6 

Inadequate  lighting 

12 

Inadequate  Sanitary 

27 

Inadequate  washing 

18 

accommodation 

facilities 

Inadequate  seating 

4 

Defects  in  floors, passages 

16 

Inadequate  guarding  of 

3 

and  stairs 

dangerous  machinery 

No  First  Aid  Boxes 

33 

Abstract  of  Act  not  shown 

30 

Inadequaxe  accommodation 

4 

for  outdoor  clothing 


No  Certificates  of  exemption  were  applied  for  or  granted  during  the  year;  nor 
was  it  necessary  to  take  proceedings  in  respect  of  any  contravention  and  no 
accidents  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Tables  A  and  C  given  below  are  extracted  from  the  official  return  made  by 
the  Council  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  at  the  end  of  the  year:  they  show 
how  the  inspections  were  made  up,  and  an  analysis  of  the  persons  employed 
in  the  registered  premises. 


TABLE  A  -  RE  CIS  THAT IONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  premises 

(1) 

Number  of 
premises 

registered  during 
the  year 

(2) 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

(3) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
received  a 
general  inspec¬ 
tion  during  the 
year 

(4) 

Offices 

2 

17 

13 

Retail  shops 

15 

67 

49 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

- 

2 

1 

Catering  establishments  open 
the  public,  canteens 

to 

10 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

2 

2 

TOTALS 

17 

93 

66 

TABLE  C  -  ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons 
employed 

(1) 

(2) 

Offices 

52 

Retail  shops 

267 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

35 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public 

35 

Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 

22 

Total 

411 

Total  Males 

201 

Total  Females 

210 

PART  I  -  FACTORIES  ACT 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1966  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  PEWSEY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1  -  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 

inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors ). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

■  — ■■  «...  ■-  —  ■  -  ■  >  r  — ..t  ■  „ . . 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 
prose¬ 
cuted  (5> 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3?  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

4 

4 

-- 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

42 

27 

5 

- 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworker ’ s  premises ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

46 

31 

3 

- 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases") 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Is* 

CD 

4 

(D 

f  ound 

cases  in 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

which  prose- 

To  HoM. 

By  H.M. 

cut ions  were 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.b) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

( a )  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

defective 

5 

3 

- 

U 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

— 

*=• 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

3 

J 

4|» 

- 

4 

- 

